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Learning Objectives

Review prevalence, risk 
factors, and consequences 
related to financial toxicity 
in patients treated for 
hematologic malignancies

1
Identify financial 
implications of new 
therapies approved to 
treat hematologic 
malignancies

2
Discuss techniques to 
reduce financial toxicity for 
patients

3
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Financial Toxicity

 The National Cancer Institute defines financial toxicity as "problems a patient has related to the cost 
of medical care.” (NCI, 2020)

 Khera’s definition is “adverse economic consequences resulting from medical treatment” (Khera, 
2014)

 Cancer is one of the five most expensive medical conditions to treat in the United States (NCI, 2021)

 The average cost of cancer medications in the United States during the 1980s was $100/month, by 
2009 it had increased to $18,000/month (Lentz et al, 2019)

 The annual estimated cost of cancer care in the United States for 2020 was $157 billion (nabr.org, 
2020)
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Prevalence of Financial Toxicity

Cancer patients have a higher probability of 
experiencing financial toxicity than 
those without cancer (Sedhom et al., 2021)

Approximately one third of cancer patients with 
advanced disease state financial 
toxicity as more severe than their physical and 
emotional suffering (Sedhom et al., 2021) 

22‐64% of patients reported concern about 
paying for medical bills (NCI, 2020)
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Contributing 
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Contributing 
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75%

28%

Interest in discussing cost of care with patients

Comfort in discussing cost of care with patients Henrikson et al., 2014 
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Discussing the Cost of Care

 Is this a symptom of care that should be assessed 
in addition to the physical side effects of nausea, 
pain, fatigue etc.?

 Barriers include knowledge deficits, time, patient’s 
desire to share financial details

 Clinical trials

 Tools: Distress thermometer, Comprehensive Score 
for Financial Toxicity (COST), and 
Personal Financial Wellness (PFW)
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Risk Factors for Financial Toxicity

Female Younger age Race/ethnicity

Household 
income

Distance to 
treatment 
center

Employment 
status
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Consequences of Financial Toxicity

Non‐adherence to therapy

Worse outcomes

Bankruptcy

Foreclosure of home

Symptom burden

Health‐related quality of life
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Immune Effector Cell Therapies Approved for 
Hematologic Malignancies

2017

Tisagenlecleucel

2017

Axicabtagene ciloleucel

2020

Brexucabtagene autoleucel

2021

Lisocabtagene maraleucel

2021

Idecabtagene vicleucel
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Cost of CAR T Cell Therapy

Five FDA approved therapies with an average cost of $373,000 for cellular 
therapy product (Chadwick, 2020)

Average cost for care including cell product: $419,238 (Chadwick, 2020)

Other expenses: 

• Medical: Pre‐therapy consultation, apheresis, lymphodepleting chemotherapy,  medications, 
side effect management, follow up care and monitoring

• Non‐medical: Transportation, lodging, lost work time and meals
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New Therapies Approved for Hematologic Malignancies in 
2020

TAFASITAMAB‐CXIX

ISATUXIMAB‐IRFC

BELANTAMAB MAFODOTIN‐BLMF

DECITABINE AND CEDAZURIDINE
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New Therapies Approved for Hematologic Malignancies in 
2021

Loncastuximab 
tesirine‐lpyl

Melphalan 
flufenamide
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National Organization Resources

Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society Be the Match American Cancer 

Society

CancerCare’s
financial 
assistance 
program

Cancer Financial 
Assistance 
Coalition

HealthWell
Foundation  Triage Cancer Cancer and 

Careers

Cancer support 
community
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Additional Resources

Local food banks 

Fundraising events‐online 
platforms, financial 
advisors/counselors

Prescription assistance 
programs
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Institution Specific Resources

 Adopt a Family: Program around holidays 
for families in need

 Meal vouchers
 Fill the backpack
 Gas cards
 Discount store gift cards
 Lodging assistance
 Comfort cart
 Toy closet
 Holiday shopping event

(M. Rouse, personal communication, August 17, 2021)
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Other 
needs

Insurance 
co‐pays

Rent 

Taxes

Childcare

Car 
repairs

Parking
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