
Welcome to the NCCN 2025 Oncology Fellows Program 
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NCCN 2025 Oncology Fellows Program: 
New Horizons in Quality Cancer Care™ 

Caribe Royal Orlando • Orlando, Florida 
Thursday, March 27, 2025 

All times are listed as Eastern Daylight Time (UTC/GMT -4). 
Agenda subject to change. 

AGENDA 

12:00 PM – 12:30 PM Lunch and Registration 

12:30 PM – 12:35 PM Opening Remarks 

Wui-Jin Koh, MD, National Comprehensive Cancer Network 

12:35 PM – 1:50 PM Setting Up for Success:  
A How-To Guide for Life After Fellowship 

MODERATOR: Timothy Kubal, MD, MBA, Moffitt Cancer Center 

PANELISTS: Juskaran S. Chadha, DO, Moffitt Cancer Center 
Renuka V. Iyer, MD, Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Debanjan Pain, MD, MSCE, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 

1:50 PM – 3:05 PM Charting Your Course:  
An Overview of Diverse Career Paths in Oncology 

MODERATOR: Wui-Jin Koh, MD, National Comprehensive Cancer Network 

PANELISTS: Saurin A. Chokshi, MD, The University of Tennessee Health Science Center 
Michael Constantine, MD, Dana-Farber Brigham Cancer Center at Milford Regional Medical Center 
Katherine L. Harris, MD, Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of Utah 
Lalan S. Wilfong, MD, Thyme Care 

3:05 PM – 3:50 PM The Spectrum of End-of-Life Care 

MODERATOR: Wui-Jin Koh, MD, National Comprehensive Cancer Network  

PRESENTER: Pallavi Kumar, MD, MPH, Abramson Cancer Center at the University of Pennsylvania 

3:50 PM – 4:05 PM Break 

4:05 PM – 5:05 PM Exploring New Frontiers in Cancer Treatment: 
The Expanded Role of Cellular Therapies 

MODERATOR: Wui-Jin Koh, MD, National Comprehensive Cancer Network  

PRESENTERS: Shailender Bhatia, MD, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center 
Christopher R. D'Angelo, MD, Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center 

5:05 PM – 6:20 PM The Room Where It Happens:  
A Behind the Scenes Look at the NCCN Guidelines Development Process 

MODERATOR: Thomas W. Flaig, MD, University of Colorado Cancer Center 

PANELISTS: Deborah A. Freedman-Cass, PhD, National Comprehensive Cancer Network 
Alberto S. Pappo, MD, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
Tara Sanft, MD, Yale Cancer Center/Smilow Cancer Hospital 

6:20 PM – 6:35 PM Facilitated Feedback and Closing Remarks 

Wui-Jin Koh, MD, National Comprehensive Cancer Network 

6:35 PM – 7:45 PM NCCN Fellows and Nursing Program Reception 

Connect with colleagues and NCCN leaders at this pre-conference networking reception. 
Supported by Johnson and Johnson. 
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NCCN 2025 Oncology Fellows Program: 
New Horizons in Quality Cancer Care™ 

Thursday, March 27, 2025 
  
 Accreditation Information 

 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 
Designed specifically for oncology fellows, this ½-day, CME-certified program seeks to educate future oncology practitioners 
about the application of the NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®), the importance of 
communicating with patients and caregivers about difficult and sensitive topics, and preparing for entry into the oncology 
workforce. 
 
INTENDED AUDIENCE 
 
This program is designed to meet the educational needs of second- and third-year medical, surgical, and  
radiation oncology fellows. 
 
GOAL OF EDUCATION 
 
The goal of this activity is to ensure that oncology fellows, as members of the interprofessional oncology care team, have the 
knowledge and skills necessary to apply the standards of care to their practice and health care setting for patients with 
cancer. 
 
GLOBAL LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
Following this program, participants should be able to: 

 Evaluate advances in the treatment of patients with cancer and key updates in the NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in 
Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) and apply appropriate treatment and supportive care strategies to optimize patient 
education and care. 

 Review issues related to the following topics:  

o Setting Up for Success: A How-To Guide for Life After Fellowship 

o Charting Your Course: An Overview of Diverse Career Paths in Oncology 

o The Spectrum of End-of-Life Care 

o Exploring New Frontiers in Cancer Treatment: The Expanded Role of Cellular Therapies 

o The Room Where It Happens: A Behind the Scenes Look at the NCCN Guidelines Development Process 

 
CE SUPPORTERS 
 
This activity is supported by educational grants from: Coherus BioSciences; Genentech, a member of the Roche Group; 
Janssen Biotech, Inc., administered by Janssen Scientific Affairs, LLC; and Novartis. 

This activity is supported by an independent medical education grant from AbbVie. 

This educational activity is supported by an independent medical education grant from GSK.  

This activity is supported by a grant from Pfizer, Inc. 
 
ACCREDITATION STATEMENT 

 
In support of improving patient care, National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) is jointly 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.  
 
 

NCCN designates this live activity for a maximum of 5.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ for physicians.  
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
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Thursday, March 27, 2025 

Accreditation Information 

SESSION LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Following this program, participants should be able to: 

Setting Up for Success: A How-To Guide for Life After Fellowship 

• Identify strategies for achieving success as junior faculty members and describe common obstacles and
pitfalls that may be faced in early career.

• Create tailored resumes and CVs that effectively highlight clinical, research, and teaching experience,
ensuring competitiveness in both academic and clinical job markets.

• Demonstrate proficiency in interviewing techniques and salary negotiations that will enable fellows to
confidently navigate job offers, articulate their value, and secure competitive compensation and contract
terms.

Charting Your Course: An Overview of Diverse Career Paths in Oncology 

• Identify professional opportunities in the oncology ecosystem that complement a traditional clinical career
track.

• Describe how early career oncologists can incorporate non-clinical interests while still meeting the demands
of their clinical career and personal life.

• Identify ways in which a trainee can prepare for a variety of career paths during fellowship.

The Spectrum of End-of-Life Care 

• Describe interventions that should be addressed during end-of-life care planning for patients with advanced
cancer and their caregivers.

• Integrate advanced care planning and end-of-life care practices into a patient’s comprehensive cancer
treatment plan.

• Provide clear, consistent, and empathetic communication to patients and their caregivers regarding
prognosis and goals of treatment.

Exploring New Frontiers in Cancer Treatment: The Expanded Role of Cellular Therapies 

• Describe the existing and emerging cellular therapies in the hematologic malignancies and solid tumor
space.

• Understand the benefits and implications of using different types of cellular therapies in the clinic.

• Discuss multidisciplinary strategies to utilize these cell-based therapies and address toxicity in treatment
planning.

The Room Where It Happens:  
A Behind the Scenes Look at the NCCN Guidelines Development Process 

• Explain the common considerations and approaches used by NCCN Guidelines panels when updating or
developing NCCN Guidelines recommendations.

• Describe how panels apply the NCCN Categories of Evidence and Consensus and the NCCN Categories of
Preference to recommendations within NCCN Guidelines.

• Delineate the ways in which NCCN manages conflict of interest and bias among Guidelines panel members

CME CERTIFICATES 

Please complete the hard-copy evaluations provided onsite during the program. 

CME certificates will be emailed to attendees within 2 weeks of the program.   

If you have any questions, please contact the NCCN CE Department at education@nccn.org. 
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NCCN 2025 Oncology Fellows Program: 
New Horizons in Quality Cancer Care™ 

Thursday, March 27, 2025 

Disclosure Information 

This list includes disclosures submitted to NCCN as of March 26, 2025. 

NCCN CONTINUING EDUCATION DISCLOSURE POLICY 

It is the policy of NCCN that all planners, faculty, moderators, authors, reviewers and anyone involved in the planning and 
delivery of NCCN continuing education activities are expected to disclose ALL financial relationships they have had in the past 
24 months with ineligible companies. The ACCME Standards for Integrity and Independence require that individuals who refuse 
to provide this information will be disqualified from involvement in the planning and implementation of accredited continuing 
education presented by NCCN. NCCN identifies, mitigates, and discloses to learners all relevant financial relationships.  

In addition, all content has been reviewed to ensure education promotes safe, effective patient care and does not promote the 
products or services of an ineligible company. Content, including any presentation of therapeutic options, is fair, balanced, 
evidence-based, scientifically accurate, and free of commercial bias and marketing. 

DEFINITIONS 

Ineligible Company: An ineligible company is any entity whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or 
distributing healthcare products used by or on patients. 

Relevant Financial Relationships: Financial relationships of any dollar amount occurring within the past 24 months are defined 
as relevant if the educational content an individual can control is related to the business lines or products of an ineligible 
company. There is no minimum financial threshold. We ask for disclosure of ALL financial relationships with ineligible 
companies, regardless of the amount and regardless of the potential relevance of each relationship to the education. 

NCCN STAFF DISCLOSURES 

None of the planners for this educational activity have relevant financial relationship(s) to disclose with ineligible companies 
whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on patients. 

FACULTY DISCLAIMERS 

All faculty for this continuing education activity are competent in the subject matter and qualified by experience, training, and/or 
preparation for the tasks and methods of delivery.  

Faculty presentations may include discussion of off-label use. Faculty will disclose that the use in question is not currently 
approved by the FDA per the product labeling or marketing.  

FACULTY DISCLOSURES 

The faculty listed below have no relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies to disclose. 

Michael Constantine, MD 
Deborah A. Freedman-Cass, PhD 
Katherine L. Harris, MD 
Renuka V. Iyer, MD 
Wui-Jin Koh, MD 
Pallavi Kumar, MD, MPH 
Debanjan Pain, MD, MSCE 
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NCCN 2025 Oncology Fellows Program: 
New Horizons in Quality Cancer Care™ 

Thursday, March 27, 2025 

Disclosure Information 

This list includes disclosures submitted to NCCN as of March 26, 2025. 

FACULTY DISCLOSURES (CONTINUED) 

The faculty listed below have the following relevant financial relationship(s) with ineligible companies to disclose. 
All of the relevant financial relationships listed for these individuals have been mitigated.  

Shailender Bhatia, MD 
Bristol Myers Squibb: Consulting Fee 
Replimune Group Inc.: Consulting Fee 

Juskaran S. Chadha, DO 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.: Scientific Advisor 

Saurin A. Chokshi, MD 
Exelixis Inc.: Product/Speakers Bureau; Scientific Advisor 

Christopher R. D'Angelo, MD 
AbbVie, Inc.: Consulting Fee; Grant/Research Support 
BeiGene: Consulting Fee 
Bristol Myers Squibb: Consulting Fee; Grant/Research Support 
Curis, Inc.: Consulting Fee; Grant/Research Support 
Fate Therapeutics: Grant/Research Support 
Genentech, Inc.: Grant/Research Support 
Genmab: Consulting Fee; Grant/Research Support 
Ono Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.: Consulting Fee 

Thomas W. Flaig, MD 
Agensys, Inc.: Grant/Research Support 
Astellas Pharma US, Inc.: Grant/Research Support 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP: Grant/Research Support 
Aurora Oncology: Equity Interest/Stock Options; Intellectual Property Rights 
Bristol Myers Squibb: Grant/Research Support 
Criterium: Consulting Fee; Scientific Advisor 
Genentech, Inc.: Grant/Research Support 
Janssen Pharmaceutica Products, LP: Grant/Research Support; Scientific Advisor 
Merck & Co., Inc.: Grant/Research Support 
sanofi-aventis U.S.: Grant/Research Support 
SeaGen: Grant/Research Support 

Timothy Kubal, MD, MBA 
Apellis Pharmaceuticals: Scientific Advisor 

Alberto S. Pappo, MD 
Eli Lilly and Company: Consulting Fee 
Merck & Co., Inc.: Consulting Fee 
Pfizer Inc.: Consulting Fee 

Tara Sanft, MD 
Biotheranostics, Inc., A Hologic Company: Honoraria 

Lalan S. Wilfong, MD 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP: Consulting Fee 
Genzyme Corporation: Consulting Fee 
Pfizer Inc.: Scientific Advisor 
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PROGRAM MODERATOR 

Wui-Jin Koh, MD, is the Senior Vice President/Chief Medical Officer at the National Comprehensive 
Cancer Network (NCCN). In this role, he helps oversee the flagship NCCN Clinical Practice 
Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) program. In addition, he is responsible for medical 
leadership and oversight for NCCN’s continuing medical education program and JNCCN — Journal 
of the National Comprehensive Cancer Network and represents the organization at clinical and 
scientific meetings. He is also actively involved in the NCCN Global initiatives. 

Prior to joining NCCN in 2018, he served as Professor of Radiation Oncology at University of Washington and Medical 
Director for Radiation Oncology at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center/Seattle Cancer Care Alliance. 

Dr. Koh earned his medical degree at Loma Linda University School of Medicine. He conducted his post-graduate 
training at the University of Washington Medical Center, completing a residency in radiation oncology and a clinical 
fellowship in metabolic tumor imaging. He is board-certified in radiation oncology.  

Dr. Koh’s research interests include combined chemo-radiation strategies, cancer management guidelines 
development, and the role of imaging in radiotherapy and cancer care. He specialized in the management of 
gynecologic and gastrointestinal tract tumors and the use of brachytherapy and intraoperative radiotherapy. He has 
received multiple Educator and National Top Doctors awards. 

Dr. Koh is well-published and involved in numerous professional societies, including the Society of Gynecologic 
Oncology, the American Society of Clinical Oncology, the NRG-Oncology Clinical Trials Cooperative Group, the 
Western Association of Gynecologic Oncology, and the International Gynecologic Cancer Society. 

SETTING UP FOR SUCCESS: A HOW-TO GUIDE FOR LIFE AFTER FELLOWSHIP 

Timothy Kubal, MD, MBA, is the Chair of the Department of Ambulatory Hematology and 
Oncology at and an Associate Professor of Malignant Hematology at Moffitt Cancer Center. 

Dr. Kubal earned his medical degree from the Florida State University College of Medicine and 
completed his residency in internal medicine at the University of North Carolina. He subsequently 
completed his hematology/oncology fellowship at Moffitt Cancer Center while concurrently 
completing a Master’s of Business Administration at the University of South Florida. 

Dr. Kubal's expertise is in myeloid malignancies, with a particular focus in acute leukemias. In addition to his clinical 
practice, Dr. Kubal's roles and responsibilities include working to instill a patient-focused continuous improvement 
mindset across the organization.  

Dr. Kubal holds memberships with the American Society of Hematology and the American Society of Clinical Oncology. 
He has authored numerous peer-reviewed articles that have been published in prominent scientific publications, such 
as American Journal of Hematology, Journal of Oncology Practice, The American Journal of Medicine, and Clinical 
Pharmacology & Therapeutics. 

Dr. Kubal is Co-Chair of the NCCN Best Practices Committee. He also serves as a member of the NCCN Committee 
Chair Advisory Group. 
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SETTING UP FOR SUCCESS: A HOW-TO GUIDE FOR LIFE AFTER FELLOWSHIP 

Juskaran S. Chadha, DO, is a medical oncologist at Moffitt Cancer Center in Florida. Dr. Chadha is 
also an Assistant Professor at the University of South Florida, Morsani College of Medicine. 

After graduating from New York University, he completed his medical degree from the New York 
Institute of Technology and completed an Internal Medicine Residency at Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai. He completed a Hematology/Oncology Fellowship at the Donald and Barbara Zucker 
School of Medicine at Hofstra Northwell Health Lenox Hill Hospital. He is currently an MBA 

candidate at University of South Florida Muma College of Business. 

Dr. Chadha’s focus is solid tumor oncology, with clinical interests in genitourinary tract tumors, including prostate 
cancer, bladder cancer, kidney cancer, testicular cancer, as well as thoracic malignancies. His research interests 
include genitourinary oncology and precision medicine. He is board certified in medical oncology, hematology, and 
internal medicine.   

Dr. Chadha is a member of the American Society of Clinical Oncology and the American College of Physicians. 

Debanjan Pain, MD, MSCE, is a tenure-track Assistant Professor in the Department of General 
Oncology and the Department of Health Services Research at The University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. Dr. Pain sees patients with genitourinary malignancies at the MD 
Anderson main campus and patients with solid and hematological malignancies at Lyndon B. 
Johnson Hospital (the county’s safety net hospital). 

Dr. Pain earned his undergraduate degree from Harvard University, studying Government with a 
minor in Global Health and Health Policy. He received his medical degree from the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 
and his Master of Science in Clinical Epidemiology degree from the University of Pennsylvania. He completed an 
internship and residency in Internal Medicine at Harvard and a fellowship in Hematology/Oncology at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He joined faculty at MD Anderson in 2024. 

Dr. Pain’s areas of expertise include healthcare delivery in resource-limited settings, implementation science, and 
cancer disparities research. He is especially interested in advancing equitable access to cancer care in both inner-city 
settings in the United States and in resource-scarce settings in Sub-Saharan Africa. Dr. Pain has provided cancer care 
at the Butaro Cancer Center of Excellence in Rwanda and Princess Marina Hospital in Botswana. Dr. Pain aims to 
expand access to cancer treatments, help build local capacity, and improve treatment outcomes at these sites by 
partnering with local providers.  

Dr. Pain served on the Planning Committee for the NCCN 2025 Oncology Fellows Program. 
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SETTING UP FOR SUCCESS: A HOW-TO GUIDE FOR LIFE AFTER FELLOWSHIP 

Renuka V. Iyer, MD, is a medical oncologist specializing in gastrointestinal malignancies at Roswell 
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center. She holds several positions at Roswell Park, including: Section 
Chief, Department of Medicine – Gastrointestinal; Co-Leader Liver and Pancreas Tumor Program; 
Vice Chair of Faculty Recruitment & Retention; Medical Director, Medical Oncology; and Professor 
of Oncology. She also holds a faculty appointment as a Professor of Medicine at the Jacobs School 
of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, State University of New York at Buffalo.  

Dr. Iyer earned her medical degree from the Grant Medical College at the University of Mumbai in India. She completed 
her internship and residency in internal medicine at the Lincoln Medical and Mental Health Center and Cornell 
University School of Medicine, followed by a post-doctoral fellowship at Fox Chase Cancer Center and a medical 
oncology fellowship at Roswell Park Cancer Institute.  

Dr. Iyer’s research interests include immunotherapy and biomarkers, developing novel therapies for rare cancers, and 
furthering quality of life research.  

Dr. Iyer is a member of a number of professional organizations, including Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation, the North 
American Neuroendocrine Tumor Society (NANETS), the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR), the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO), and the American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases. She also 
is a member American College of Gastroenterology and the American College of Surgeons (Oncology Group).  

Dr. Iyer has a long-standing history with NCCN. She is a member of the NCCN Guidelines Steering Committee and the 
Hepatobiliary Cancers Panel. She also provides support to a number of committees for the NCCN Oncology Research 
Program.  

CHARTING YOUR COURSE: AN OVERVIEW OF DIVERSE CAREER PATHS IN ONCOLOGY 

Saurin A. Chokshi, MD, is the Section Chief of Clinical Practice and Assistant Professor in the 
Division of Hematology/Oncology at The University of Tennessee Health Science Center College of 
Medicine. In addition, Dr. Chokshi leads as the Chief Medical Officer of the UTHSC Cancer Center 
Clinical Trial Protocol Office. 

Dr. Chokshi is a medical oncologist with a sub-specialty focus on gastrointestinal malignancies. 
In addition to caring for patients, his research interests are in early- and late-phase cancer  

clinical trials. 

Dr. Chokshi received his medical degree from University of Kentucky College of Medicine. He completed an internal 
medicine residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. He completed a hematology/medical oncology 
fellowship at Yale-New Haven Hospital and Yale School of Medicine. 

Dr. Chokshi serves as a reviewer for the Journal of Investigative Medicine and the Journal of the National 
Comprehensive Cancer Network. He serves as a member of the NCCN Management of Immunotherapy-Related 
Toxicity Panel. He is also a member of the American Society of Clinical Oncology. 
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CHARTING YOUR COURSE: AN OVERVIEW OF DIVERSE CAREER PATHS IN ONCOLOGY 

Michael Constantine, MD, is an oncology/hematology specialist and the Medical Director of 
Medical Oncology at the Dana-Farber Brigham Cancer Center at Milford Regional Medical Center. 

Dr. Constantine earned his medical degree at the Tufts University School of Medicine. He 
subsequently completed an internal medicine residency at the Morristown Memorial 
Hospital/Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons and a fellowship in hematology and 
medical oncology at Beth Israel Hospital/Harvard Medical School, 

Dr. Constantine specializes in the treatment of breast cancer. He also has clinical interests in a variety of other cancer, 
including gastrointestinal, gynecologist, head and neck, lung, urologic, and hematologic malignancies.  

Dr. Constantine serves as the President of the Massachusetts Society of Clinical Oncologists (MSCO). In this role, Dr. 
Constantine leads grassroots activism at a state level to foster community engagement, promote oncology advocacy, 
and ensure that evidence-based decision-making remains at the forefront of legislative discussions. In 2024, he 
represented MSCO at the state house to advocate for biomarker legislation and to highlight the importance of 
advancements in shaping public policy. 

Katherine L. Harris, MD, is a palliative care physician at the Huntsman Cancer Institute at the 
University of Utah, where she practiced gynecologic oncology for over 5 years. She holds faculty 
appointments as an Assistant Professor in the Supportive and Palliative Care Program and an 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Gynecologic Oncology. 

Originally from Seattle, Washington, Dr. Harris received her medical degree from the University of 
Washington. She completed a residency in obstetrics and gynecology at the University of California 

San Francisco and a fellowship in gynecologic oncology at the University of Michigan. She subsequently completed 
fellowship training in hospice and palliative medicine at the University of Utah. 

In addition to her clinical and academic roles at Huntsman, Dr. Harris is the founder and Director of the Rural, Global, 
and Underserved Women’s Health Program for the Department of OB-GYN. She has the honor of collaborating with her 
amazing global colleagues on projects ranging from HPV self-testing in rural Rwanda to colposcopy training for the first 
national breast and cervical cancer screening program in Uzbekistan.  

Dr. Harris also is the Director of the Women's Health Equity Fellowship, where her post-graduate OB-GYN fellows 
spend a year on the Navajo Nation and a year at the University of Rwanda Kigali developing skills in clinical, research, 
advocacy, and leadership skills in low-resource settings. 
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CHARTING YOUR COURSE: AN OVERVIEW OF DIVERSE CAREER PATHS IN ONCOLOGY 

Lalan S. Wilfong, MD, is Senior Vice President of Value-Based Care at Thyme Care, the leading 
value-based care enabler, collaborating with payers and providers to transform the experience and 
outcomes for individuals living with cancer. He is also a practicing medical oncologist/hematologist, 
at Texas Oncology in Dallas, Texas. Prior to his role at Thyme Care, he served as Senior Vice 
President of Payer and Care Transformation at The US Oncology Network and as Vice President of 
Value-Based Care and Quality programs at Texas Oncology. 

A committed advocate for community oncology, Dr. Wilfong’s mission is to transform cancer care to deliver better 
outcomes by aligning patient goals and values with treatment options and payment models. In his role at Thyme Care, 
he is helping define the future of value-based care payment reform, improving care-team coordination, optimizing 
actionable analytics and improving the quality of patient care. 

While at The US Oncology Network, Dr. Wilfong was instrumental in implementing both the Oncology Care Model and 
the Enhancing Oncology Model while driving performance in multiple commercial value-based care contracts. He 
previously led the Value-Based Physician Champion task force for The US Oncology Network and chaired the US 
Oncology Pathways Task Force. Dr. Wilfong currently co-chairs the Community Oncology Alliance Payer Reform 
Committee and serves on the ASCO drug shortages committee. He formerly volunteered on the ASCO quality 
measures task force and the ASCO guidelines committee.  

While at Texas Oncology, Dr. Wilfong served as medical director of the COVID-19 Task Force and was the physician 
lead for their electronic medical record conversion. He has received various teaching and community service awards 
and has published over 50 papers and abstracts. 

In 2003, Dr. Wilfong completed a fellowship at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School in Dallas in 
hematology and medical oncology. He completed his internship and residency in internal medicine at the same school 
in 2000, as well as earned his medical degree from there in 1997. He earned a B.S. degree in mathematics at Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, Texas, in 1993. 

THE SPECTRUM OF END-OF-LIFE CARE 

Pallavi Kumar, MD, MPH, is a medical oncologist and palliative care physician at the Abramson 
Cancer Center at the University of Pennsylvania, where she holds several positions, including: 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine; Section Chief of Palliative Oncology in the division of 
Hematology/Oncology; Assistant Program Director for the Hematology/Oncology Fellowship. She 
also is an Attending Physician in medical oncology at the Corporal Michael J. Crescenz Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center. 

Dr. Kumar earned her medical degree at the Duke University School of Medicine. She completed an internal medicine 
residency and a palliative medicine fellowship at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, followed by a second 
fellowship in hematology/oncology at the Dana-Farber Harvard Cancer Center combined fellowship program. During her 
oncology fellowship, Dr. Kumar completed a Master of Public Health degree at the Harvard School of Public Health. 

Dr. Kumar’s specializes in palliative medicine, thoracic oncology, and gastrointestinal oncology. Her work focuses on 
improving the quality of communication between patients with advanced cancer and their providers to support end-of-
life decision-making. She helped to start the Outpatient Palliative Oncology Program at Penn and contributes to faculty 
training in Penn’s Serious Illness Care Program. 

Dr. Kumar is a member of the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine and the American Society of 
Clinical Oncology. She also serves on the NCCN Palliative Care Panel. 
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EXPLORING NEW FRONTIERS IN CANCER TREATMENT: THE EXPANDED ROLE OF CELLULAR THERAPIES 

Shailender Bhatia, MD, is a Professor in Medical Oncology at the University of Washington (UW) 
and Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center (FHCC) in Seattle, Washington. He also serves as the Clinical 
and Research Director of the Melanoma Program.  

Dr. Bhatia has been engaged in clinical and translational research in the field of skin cancer 
immunotherapy since 2006 and has a special interest in intra-tumoral immunotherapy, novel 
immunotherapy approaches, cost-effectiveness and optimal dosing strategies. His research has 

resulted in >100 peer-reviewed manuscripts, including several top tier journals. 

Dr. Bhatia previously served on the NCCN Immunotherapy Toxicity Guidelines Panel and currently serves on the NCCN 
Melanoma Panel.  

Christopher R. D'Angelo, MD, is Assistant Professor in the Division of Hematology and Oncology 
at the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC). 

Dr. D'Angelo received his medical degree from the University of Illinois College of Medicine, 
graduating with AOA honors. He completed an internal medicine residency at the University of 
Chicago Hospitals and Clinics. He subsequently completed a fellowship in hematology/oncology at 
the University of Wisconsin in Madison. 

Dr. D'Angelo specializes in lymphoma and multiple myeloma, with an emphasis on cellular therapies including CAR-T 
cell therapy. 

Dr. D'Angelo is an active researcher and serves as the Principal Investigator for several ongoing clinical trials in 
lymphoma and myeloma. He conducts translational research in the gut microbiome in hematologic malignancies 
including multiple myeloma, CLL, and lymphoma. Dr. D'Angelo is a member of the NCCN Panel for Multiple 
Myeloma/Systemic Light Chain Amyloidosis/Waldenström Macroglobulinemia. 

THE ROOM WHERE IT HAPPENS: A BEHIND THE SCENES LOOK AT THE NCCN GUIDELINES DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

Thomas W. Flaig, MD, is Professor of Medicine and Vice Chancellor for Research at University of 
Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus.  

Dr. Flaig received his medical degree from the University of Minnesota School of Medicine. He 
completed an internal medicine internship and residency at Hennepin County Medical Center in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, followed by an oncology fellowship at the University of Colorado.  

As a translational researcher, Dr. Flaig focuses on the development of new therapies to treat urologic cancers. He has 
been the local Principal Investigator (Pl) of more than 25 clinical trials in bladder, prostate, and kidney cancer and the 
national Pl of 2 federally sponsored trials via the Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG). Dr. Flaig also serves as the Pl of 
an ongoing translational laboratory in urologic cancers which focuses on therapeutic developments for urothelial 
carcinoma and prostate cancer.  

Dr. Flaig is a member of several professional organizations, including the American Association of Cancer Research, 
the American Society of Clinical Oncology, and the Colorado Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute. He also 
serves on the National Cancer Institute’s Bladder Cancer Task Force, and the SWOG Genitourinary Committee, for 
which he Co-Chairs the Bladder subcommittee.  

Dr. Flaig is Chair of the NCCN Bladder/Penile Cancer Panel and an editorial board member for JNCCN—Journal of the 
National Comprehensive Cancer Network. 
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THE ROOM WHERE IT HAPPENS: A BEHIND THE SCENES LOOK AT THE NCCN GUIDELINES DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

Deborah A. Freedman-Cass, PhD, joined NCCN in 2010 and is currently the Senior Manager, Guideline 
Processes. In this role, Deborah helps standardize processes within the Guidelines group and finds ways 
to improve current process efficiencies. She is also responsible for onboarding new Oncology Scientists 
and for supervising and training Associate Scientists.  

As an Oncology Scientist assigned to several NCCN Guidelines, Deborah participates in the development 
and update of NCCN Guidelines and guideline-related initiatives. She also reviews clinical content relating 

to her guidelines for NCCN educational programs and for JNCCN and assures the accuracy of NCCN’s clinical content 
licensed by external users for her assigned NCCN Guidelines, including but not limited to print and electronic media, and 
integration into health-related information systems.  

Before joining NCCN, Deborah was a Senior Research Investigator at the University of Pennsylvania and a Research 
Associate at Fox Chase Cancer Center in the laboratory of Dr. Ken Zaret, where she studied pancreatic cell fate decisions. 
Deborah performed her post-doctoral studies in the laboratory of Dr. Judah Folkman at the Children’s Hospital of Boston, 
where she focused on endothelial cell senescence. 

Deborah received a PhD in Molecular Biology from Princeton University, where she studied the regulation of p53 and MDM2 in 
the laboratory of Dr. Arnold Levine. Deborah received a Bachelor of Arts with Distinction in Biological Sciences from the 
University of Delaware, where she studied p53 gain-of-function mutations in the laboratory of Dr. Florence Schmieg. 

Alberto S. Pappo, MD, is a member of the Solid Tumor Division and Co-Leader of the Developmental 
Biology and Solid Tumor Program in the Department of Oncology at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. He acted as Head of Division for 14 years. 

Dr. Pappo earned his medical degree from Universidad Anahuac School of Medicine in Mexico City. After 
his residency at The University of Texas Health Science Center, Dr. Pappo went on to complete his 
fellowship at the Children’s Medical Center of Dallas and The University of Texas Southwestern Medical 

Center at Dallas. 

His research interests are in the development of novel therapies for pediatric solid tumors with a special interest in pediatric 
melanoma, soft tissue sarcomas, and pediatric gastrointestinal stromal tumors. 

Dr. Pappo has authored or co-authored over 300 research articles, book chapters and monographs. He was the Chair of 
Pediatric Oncology Drug Advisory Committee for the Food & Drug Administration (FDA) and served as an editorial member for 
the Physician Data Query (NCI’s comprehensive source of cancer information).   

Dr. Pappo is a member of the NCCN Board of Directors, the Soft Tissue Sarcoma Panel, and the Pediatric Soft Tissue 
Sarcoma Panel. He also serves as the Vice-Chair of the Adolescent and Young Adult Oncology Panel.  

Tara Sanft, MD, is an Associate Professor at Yale School of Medicine, the Chief Patient 
Experience Officer for Smilow Cancer Hospital and Medical Director of the Adult Survivorship 
Program at Yale Cancer Center.  

Dr. Sanft received her medical degree from Medical College of Wisconsin. She completed her residency 
at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine and fellowships in medical oncology and hospice 
and palliative medicine at Northwestern University, where she was also a chief fellow. 

Dr. Sanft cares for patients with breast cancer and conducts a long-term breast cancer survivor clinic. In collaboration with her 
colleagues, she has completed several lifestyle intervention trials. Dr. Sanft currently serves as the Principal Investigator for an 
R01-funded study for which she investigates a healthy lifestyle intervention in women undergoing chemotherapy for breast 
cancer. 

Dr. Sanft is Chair of the NCCN Survivorship Panel. She is a member of the JNCCN Editorial Board. 
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